Friends of Murray Road Recreation Ground 

Notes of meeting held on 6th November 2008 – 7pm

At Murrayside Community Centre

Present: Sam Teague, IBC. Eddie Peters, IBC. Nigel Campbell, IBC. Councillor Liz Harsant. Councillor Susan Maguire. Councillor Bill Knowles. Councillor Bill Quinton. Rod Harris. Paul Russell. Karen Wellington. Dean Middleton. Steve Willett. David Lynch. Patrick Kenlock. Sarah Jarrold. Glen Thimblethorpe. 

Apologies: Andy Clark, FOHP. Councillor John Cook. Councillor Judy Terry. Debbie Owen, IBC. Councillor Tanya De Hoedt. Philip Grice.

Agenda

1. Welcome

2. Minutes of last meeting

3. Updates

4. Priorities

5. AOB and date of next meeting

1. Sam Teague welcomed everyone and introductions were made. Draft minutes of the preliminary meeting for Friends of Murray Road Recreation Ground was handed out, with a draft Constitution. 

2. Minutes were corrected and apologies given.

3. Updates:

· The appropriateness of the model constitution was discussed and the following amendments agreed:

· Reference to ‘Management Board’ to be replaced with ‘Friends Group’.

· The Friends Group would initially meet monthly in order to maintain momentum, and reassess this decision at a future date. 

· Each member would have a single vote; Council Officers would not be able to vote.

· Committee Members should stand down at the AGM but would be eligible for re-election.

· Membership would be subject to a £1 subscription fee.

· A quorum of three Members would be necessary in order to conduct business.

· A special extraordinary meeting could be called providing 14 days notice was given and the reason for the special meeting was stated and supported by at least 6 Members.

· Acting officers of the 'Friends of Murray Road Recreation Ground' were nominated and seconded:  Chair – Patrick Kenlock (Glen Thimblethorpe & Steve Willett), Secretary – Dean Middleton (Sarah Jarrold & Rod Harris), Treasurer – Glen Thimblethorpe (Patrick Kenlock & Sarah Jarrod).

4. Tennis Courts:

· EP confirmed that the Council was still pursuing options with regards to carrying out the exploratory investigations to determine the reason for the court subsidence and was optimistic that some progress could be made in the near future.  

· It was agreed that a press release via the Council’s Press Officer would be helpful in raising awareness of the newly constituted Friends Group, stimulate membership interest and possibly lead to further information about the existence of air raid shelters beneath the tennis courts. Tom Potter (journalist at the Star) might be interested in running an article about the group and their long-term aspirations for improving Murray Road Recreation Ground. 

· Sarah suggested disseminating information around the Sheltered Housing sites and engaging with Young People to establish their preferences for site improvements.

· A Fiends of Murray Road Rec website was also discussed as a means of providing general information, Patrick agreed to look into this. 

· The local historian David Jones had written a book about the Second World War, perhaps he would be a good source of information about the site.

5. Priorities: due to pressures of time already spent on constitution at meeting ST suggested that Friends emailed / sent in their top 3 priorities for open space improvements to inform fund-raising possibilities.

6.  NC noted:

· toilets had been repainted re Graffiti – hopefully the second sacrificial layer will be dry by Saturday, which will enable graffiti to be wiped off

· dog bin replaced with larger version

· signage on tennis courts replaced, and fence repaired

Friends asked if a sign could be fixed to tennis courts fence to help advertise news, events and Friends meetings etc

ST will endeavour to provide news update, minutes and updated constitution next week.

Next meetings: 

December 11th, 7pm Murrayside Community Centre, Nacton Road

And January 15th, 7pm Murrayside Community Centre, Nacton Road

POST SCRIPT – NEWS UPDATE!

The Council’s Building Design Services are starting an investigation into the Murray Road Rec Tennis Courts subsidence in the week commencing 17th November. We aim to have a report for the Friends meeting in January.

