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Murray Park Friends




Friends of Murray Park
Notes of meeting held on 21st September
At Salvation Army Hall, Queens Way
Present:  Sue Bird (Chair), Scott Falteisek (Secretary), Stephen Wright, Steve Kemp (IBC) and Paul Gilbert
Apologies: Cllr Sarah Barber, Cllr Bill Knowles, Cllr Stephen Connelly, Barbara Gutowska, Ian Hardwick, Jane Garnham Woods, Joanne Chainey, Juliette Clarke and Bev Stratton 
Agenda

1. Welcome

2. Minutes of last meeting

3. Updates

4. Dogs on the Park

5. Priorities

6. AOB and date of next meeting

1. Welcome
SB (Chair) welcomed everyone
2. Minutes of last meeting 

Meeting minutes were deemed acceptable.

3. Updates
	
	Action



	SB (Chair) would like to thank David Lynch (Treasurer) for stepping in and chairing the August meeting.

	

	Several new plants have now taken root in the wildlife area including Knapweed, Chamomile and Cow Parsley.  However, the Cow Parsley has rather taken over.  
The chair requested that a tree stump with Stag Beetle Larvae be introduced into the wildlife area.  

It has been suggested that a Park Ranger could attend at least one meeting.  
Finally, it has been mentioned that there are still two gaps in the wildlife area fencing, which have been mentioned before, but still not rectified.

	IBC
IBC

IBC

IBC

	A further wooden table for the picnic area was requested, to replace the missing one.

	IBC

	A small group of members went to the Mayor’s Parlour for afternoon tea and would like to thank the mayor for an enjoyable visit.
The Group also discussed the level of attendance, on this occasion only five members were at the meeting.  We need to think about recruiting more members.


	Group

	4. Dogs on the Park


	

	A member of the group has been attacked by two different which were not under proper control.  One of them went on to attack other people and the member knocked the other dog unconscious in self defence.  
The group had received an email via the website regarding another incident involving a 9-year-old girl being chased by a small dog.  The girl was shocked and frightened.  The sender also stated that dogs have been allowed to urinate against the swing supports.  The person suggested that large signs should be put up both ends of the play area stating that dogs should be kept out and maybe a white line painted around the play area.  
The group considered the option of fencing off the play area but were informed that this was too expensive.  The sender of the email finally thanked the group for the immense improvements to the park.

	

	5. Priorities
	

	
	

	A fenced off dog area has been put on hold at present.  May be considered again in the future as a dog training area.

	Group/IBC

	The bid application for the Tesco scheme is now 95% complete.  The two items of exercise equipment which will be been ordered are the Parallel Bars and Chin Ups, and the new goalposts.

	GT/Group

	A meeting involving a guest with experience in arranging events such as fun days will be arranged in the future.

	Group

	Fencing for the orchard area is still not complete.  No gate and no stock net.


	IBC

	6 AOB

	

	An alcoholic gentleman has been noticed urinating in the bushes and various other anti-social behaviour.  It was suggested that Mental health and a Police Community Support Officer could be contacted if this continues to be a problem.
	

	
	

	Toilet blocks should be open every day, however there have been reported incidents of them being closed.  It is believed that they may have been closed due to the drugs issue which has been stated at previous meetings.


	IBC

	Steve Kemp informed that this will be the final meeting he will be attending due to retirement.  The group would like to thank Steve for all his efforts.


	

	Deadly Nightshade was thought to have been found in the park near the orchard area.  However, Sam Teague has stated that it is Black Nightshade which is not as poisonous.


	IBC

	The pins on the swings need greasing.


	IBC

	Teenagers have been found trying to destroy the slide in the toddler area.


	P/Rangers

	New notice on tennis courts is small and does not state no dogs allowed.


	IBC

	Overgrown grass and weeds in the footpath between the school and the wildlife area is an issue, which could cause rashes in children.  Suffolk County Council are responsible for this matter.


	SCC

	Bottles are being smashed by the old goalposts.
	IBC/P Rangers

	
	

	Badly rusted wire fence on Murray Road side need to be replaced but the group were informed that there was no money available to do this.


	IBC

	About four or five deep holes have appeared in the park.
	IBC


	
	


6. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 31st October and this will be our AGM involving election/re-election of officers.
The final meeting of the year will be held on Thursday 14th December.
