Murray Park Friends
Notes of Meeting held on 10th February 2011 – 7pm

At Murrayside Community Centre, Nacton Road

Present: Sam Teague IBC, Sarah Jarrold, Glen Thimblethorpe, Scott Falteisek, Debbie Owen IBC, David Lynch, Cllr Bill Quinton, Nick Wilcox IBC, Cllr Bill Knowles, Patrick Kenlock and Cllr George Debman
Apologies: Cllr John Le Grys, Cllr Maguire and Dean Middleton
Agenda

1) Welcome

2) Minutes of Last Meeting and Apologies

3) Updates

4) Priorities

5) AOB and Date of Next Meeting

1. Welcome – ST welcomed everyone.  Introductions were given to new attendees.
2. Minutes of Last Meeting – January meeting was postponed due to short attendance because of unforeseeable circumstances.  December meeting minutes were deemed acceptable.
3. Updates:-

ST – Started the meeting by showing the results of the survey carried out in 2010.  A visual aid showing the layout of the park was used to highlight the 20 most popular facilities requested from the public and where those facilities should be placed.  Percentages were also highlighted to show strength of opinion.

ST  & NW – Tree inspector has suggested that more trees are needed at the perimeter on the King Edward Road side.  Although we need to be aware of the plan for a perimeter walkway, it is believed that this could help the application for the BIFFA award by showing a bio diversity element to our proposal.  GD generally supported the proposal however he did suggest using various different fauna, not just trees.  Proper maintenance for this is obviously needed. SJ commented that although a green barrier could help the bid, the regeneration of the current facilities was the main priority.

GT – Park management are setting up a project with The Small Trust to plant some more fauna in local parks.  The scheme is being carried at Chantry Park and it is hoped it will support some of the local disability groups by allowing people with disabilities to help out with the project.  The main objective of this project is to help people with disabilities find work and give them extra confidence.  ST pointed out that this project will help out people with both learning and physical disabilities.
GT – Attended a recent meeting regarding the new vision for park management.  Main points that were highlighted:-

1) Complete restructure of parks and open spaces services.  This mainly involved making a few supervisors and management redundant.  Front line services will not be affected.

2) Re-launch of the Park patrol to provide a visible presence, this is hoped to deter anti social behaviour.

3) Green flag awarded to Holywells Park.

4) Re-introduction of Apprenticeships.

5) The issue of dog fouling and behaviour was raised.  Fixed penalties will be enforced as a deterrent.

6) Introduction of a rapid response team.  There will be one direct number to contact them.  They will be working with the police.  Communication between both parties will be via the airwaves radio system.  The number to contact this team should appear on the notice board and park signs. 

SJ – Has been in contact with PCSO McCusker regarding any complaints about irresponsible dog owners. She stated that there have been only two incidences in the last six months.  The dog bye law signs seem to be working as a deterrent in solving this problem which has been discussed in several meetings.
GT- Mentioned that the tennis courts on Christchurch Park have recently received a grant from the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA).  He believed that this may affect our bid to redevelop the tennis courts at Murray Park which has been suffering problems due to subsidence.  ST stated that Paul Sheldrake will help fund a run a Saturday Tennis Club.  He also believed that the recent grant given by the LTA would not affect our bid because of the survey commissioned, supports our case by providing them some supporting evidence.  BK pointed out that some knowledge regarding the problems with subsidence of the tennis courts is needed.  DL acknowledged that some studies of the condition of the former air raid shelters causing the subsidence has been carried out.  ST finished the discussion on this matter by stating that Independent Engineers have seen that the central arch has collapsed.  The recommendation is to dig it out.  In the worst case scenario it will cost £100,000 to repair the subsidence damage affecting the tennis courts.  Biffa may possibly fill the subsidence via their landfill services.  He concluded that it will cost around £30,000 to res-surface the tennis courts and the total cost of the project could be as much as £250,000.
4. Priorities:-
BIFFA Application
90% of the BIFFA application has now been completed.  This has been done mainly by GT with assistance from SJ, ST and SF.  No further groundwork is needed as surveys are now complete.  It is hoped that the application should be ready by the next meeting.  SJ has asked Rose Hill School to be included as a supporter of our BIFFA bid as they use the park for cross country practise.  They are supportive of our bid and work.
Further Funding Options
ST is looking into Section 106 funding for new developments and community based projects.  Several requests have already been put in.    BQ commented that he had no knowledge of spare 106 funds as the fund is normally earmarked for other projects
GT commented that Waitrose may be taking over the former Crane’s site.  There may be potential opportunities for obtaining funds through sponsorship.

SF will be attending the Big Lottery Workshop for funding Community Projects in Needham Market.  This will be held on the 10th March.

Further Publicity
SJ has suggested for users of the skate park  in central Ipswich to visit the tennis courts with a view of holding some skating days and events.  ST may be able to contact them as the council have already organised and advertised other skate park visits to other schools and parks, supplying ramps and boards during holidays and after school.
GT has contacted Max Stocker regarding previous publicity involving the park.

SF mentioned the Orwell Walk however ideas involving the park was preferred.

SJ will be contacting Crown Pools regarding promotional literature.

SJ list of activities in the park should be published on the notice board and perhaps the local press.

Other ideas mentioned included Jumpers for Goal Post scheme (GD), Orchard Scheme (NW) and attending the Noisy Group meeting (BQ).

Other Business
NW who is the Holywells Parks Manager will be contributing by helping us with bio diversity studies in the park.
SJ – Murray Park will be part of the Holywell’s hub.

NW – Hopes to visit the Hope Cobbold Estate.  It is hoped that we may be able to see or obtain copies of photos when the family used to own the park.

SJ will be speaking to DO regarding attending Park Forum meetings.  BQ commented that the next meeting will be on the 8th June at 7pm.  Venue is still to be confirmed.
SJ will be applying for a Britannia Account instead of Lloyds after all the issues we have had with them.  Copy of the meeting minutes on headed paper is needed.

Date of Next Meeting: Every second Thursday of the month at 7pm Murrayside Community Centre, Nacton Road.  GD suggested that the main agenda should be discussing different sporting events to be held on the park.
Next Meeting: - 10th March
